
Guide to...
For those of you who want to erect your own lap panel fencing 
but just need a few hints and tips on how to go about it, this 
guide is for you!

Lap panel fencing is easy to put up, offers good screening 
and great value for money - a popular choice all round. These 
ready-made panels are fitted between posts that have been 
cemented or set into the ground. 75mm x 75mm posts come in 
two lengths - 1.8m or 2.4m. The panels themselves are usually 
1.83m wide (but can be cut down) and are available in heights 
of 0.9m to 1.83m. In order to preserve your lap panel fence, 
don’t forget to treat it with a wood preservative on a regular 
basis but all fencing timber posts come ready pressure treated.

Quick guide for how many panels and posts  
you may need:

Number of panels
Panel width

1800mm Number of posts

3 panels 5.4m 4

4 panels 7.2m 5

5 panels 9m 6

6 panels 10.8m 7

Don’t forget to add space for your posts in between the panels!

Marking out and digging post holes

First decide whether you want to set your posts in concrete or 
in post supports. The former produces a sturdier fence but is 
harder work and the posts need to be at least 610mm taller 
than the fence panels. Metal post supports are a quicker and 
easier alternative, but the resulting fence will not be as solid. 

1  Stretch a long tape measure taut from end to end along the 
line of the fence. Measure out the position for each post and 
mark it by pushing a stick into what will be the centre of each 
post hole.

2  Fixing into soil or concrete? 
You’ll need posts 610mm higher than your panel – e.g. a 
2.4m post for a 1.8m panel. Either drive a fence spike into 
the soil or dig a 610mm hole and concrete in.

 

3  With a hammer, drive in temporary wooden props to hold 
the first post in place, using a spirit level to make sure it is 
vertical.

  Fixing onto a hard surface? 
You’ll need a base spike and the same height post and 
panel.

4 Erect the last post the same way, checking it is vertical and 
supporting it with props. Run two lines between the top and 
bottom of these posts, along the line of the fence. Rest the 
other posts loosely in their holes.

lap panel fencing

Erecting a panel fence

The secret to a successful panel fence is in the preparation. Bear in mind that this project is hard work and you’ll find it a lot easier if 
you have at least one helper. Clear away vegetation and pot any shrubs or plants that you will want to replant once the fence is up. 



Securing your fence panels Cutting fence panels

1  Drill six evenly spaced pilot holes into the batten framing of 
the panel on both sides and at each end. Raise the panel 
50mm– 75mm above the ground, this gap will help prevent it 
rotting from the bottom up.

2  Lay a spirit level on the panel to check it is level then, nail it 
to the post with galvanised nails through the pilot holes. The 
top of the panel should be a consistent distance (at least 
25mm) below the top of the post.

3  Attach the second panel to the post, using temporary props 
to keep the fence vertical. Continue working this way until all 
the panels are in place.

Your fence run is unlikely to divide into an exact number of 
panels, so you will need to know how to cut one down to fit. 

1  Carefully remove the framing battens from one end of a 
panel and move them in to the required width. Sandwich 
them either side of the panel and nail them in place.

2  Saw the panel flush with the outer edge of the repositioned 
framing battens.

4 Make sure each post is touching both builder’s lines, and 
check that it is vertical using a spirit level. Fill the post hole to 
just above ground level with concrete. Smooth the surface 
downwards so that rainwater will drain away from the wood.

Product shopping list

Lap panels MVF product codes

1.8m x 1.8m (6ft x 6ft) 25254

1.5m x 1.8m (5ft x 6ft) 25275

1.2m x 1.8m (4ft x 6ft) 25276

0.9m x 1.8m (3ft x 6ft) 25277

Post MVF product codes

75mm x 75mm x 1.8m (3”x3” x 6ft) 12005

75mm x 75mm x 2.4m (3”x3” x 8ft) 12006

100mm x 100mm x 2.4m (4”x4” x 8ft) 19901

Combination trellis and lap panel

For added decoration, why not add a trellis to the top of your fence panel. Trellis is ideal for training climbing plants, creating a 
less stark effect than a solid fence, and offering more natural shade and privacy.

We also stock a large range of nails, tools, post fixings and 
cement; see in-store for everything you need to complete your 
fencing project!
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